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EDITORIAL

Welcome to the new-look, come out with all guns-a-blazing, NARO Minded. Firstly, a hasty mention for
the disastrous ‘NARO Files’ conference we staged on Saturday 20th September, where we managed to
‘pack-in’ a bank-balance busting eight people. “Serves you right!” came the cry from the incestuous
alliance of north-west UFO groups, so we had a taste of our own medicine - but there’s no bitter
aftertaste.

Ufology, as we all know, is a very,very,very serious business. We recently attended a presentation by
one young turk of ufology that impressed this upon us with great force. He compared ufology with the
humble birth of Greenpeace - "only six members in a London flat" - thereby implying an equity of
relevance between flying saucers and physically saving planet Earth from noxious fumes. Get real, son:
flying saucers' are funny, saving the Earth whatever one's geo-politics , is a grim business. Perhaps
that's why there were 30 people at the venue when Greenpeace had just six?

Lone Rangers abounded this summer, as two well-known writers in fortean circles - Kevin McClure and
Andy Roberts - launched newsletters aimed squarely at ufology’s nether regions. Andy’s ‘The Armchair
Ufologist’ takes a look at the politics of UFO groups, with BUFORA coming off worse than most.
Kevin,meanwhile, has done an exemplary job of getting to the bottom of much of the quasi-scientific
ramblings of the proponents of the physical reality of aliens, demonstrating that much of the so-called
‘research’ undertaken by people such as Derrel Sims, has no solid foundation whatsoever. But then
maybe we should expect nothing less from Sims - who claims to have ‘had combat’ with an alien called
‘Mondoz’; no doubt he used his special ‘holographic learning technique’ to defeat it.[1] Take the ‘black
light' for example. This is employed by various abduction researchers to ‘detect’ abductees who have
been ‘tagged’ by the aliens. The light is actually ultra-violet light (known in medicine as Wood’s lamp
after the US physicist who invented it), and is used to detect fungal infections in human skin. It would
appear then, that all that is being detected is skin disease, not some intergalactic cattle branding
system.

The above again draws attention to the problem of some UFO investigators having an inadequate
knowledge of science and it's applications. This was highlighted at the recent BUFORA conference in
Sheffield in a talk given by Derek Sheffield. He was speaking about the Belgian triangles [recently
summarised in an excellent article by Wim Van Utrecht in ‘The New Ufologist']. In his closing
comments, after suffering a barrage of criticism from two well-informed Aerospace Engineers in the
audience, Derek hypothesised that if two spaceships were to move away from each other at half the
speed of light, then surely they are moving at the speed of light? Well, no actually Derek. If a car is
driving away from a train at 50 mph and the train is also moving at 50 mph then neither one is moving
at 100 mph. Relative to the car, the train is indeed travelling at 100 mph and vice versa. Remedial
physics lessons would seem to be in order for some UFO researchers. This also highlights another
interesting facet of investigator belief systems. Is Derek trying to imply that Einstein was wrong?
Perhaps Derek subscribes to the loony idea that preoccupies only the most paranoid ufologists: that
wonderful, utopia-making discoveries in physics are being surpressed by the government. Is this
another example of the way British ufology is being influenced by imported Americana?

When are ufologists going to wake up to psycho-social truth about UFOs and in particular abduction
reports? Whether abductions themselves are ‘real’ events, there is little doubt they are flourishing in
this world of credulous investigation by guru-like abduction researchers. Who will be the first to be sued
by a witness? The self-corrupting world of ufology has almost reached critical mass, just in time for the
millennium.

Lt.Col Andy Blunn

Captain Mervyn Gale

FORT GEORGE MEADE

MARYLAND USA. :(F.O.l.A. REQUEST DENIED)

* This information was gleaned from Jim Moseley's ‘Saucer Smear', in the form of a letter from a researcher by the
name of John Shirley. Modesty forbids quoting Shirley's full statement, in which he equates Sims to a 'Male Bovine
Faecal artist.’
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NARO Minded is produced by members of the Northern
Anomalies Research Organisation (NARO).

NARO was formed in 1963 in response to a growing interest
in the UFO phenomenon. Indeed until recently it was called
MUFORA - the Manchester UFO Research Association. This
was appropriate at a time when UFOs were perceived to be
‘nuts and bolts' spacecraft. In recent years the membership
has become all too aware of the psychic dynamics present
in many UFO experiences. Entity encounters in particular
share a number of common features with non-UFO
phenomena such as near-death experiences (NDEs). In
recognition of this , MUFORA changed to the Northem
Anomalies Research Organisation in January 1994 and
became affiliated to the Association for the Scientific Study of
Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP) . NARO is composed of
around 20 members from all walks of life ,who investigate
claims of the paranormal on a part-time basis. Membership
is strictly regulated and there is currently a waiting list. Only
activists need apply, NARO is not a talking shop.

The aims of the organisation are as follows:

To investigate with a view to finding rational
explanations for alleged phenomena where appropriate.

To document cases for research purposes.

To educate the media and the public of the subtleties
and complexities of the paranormal.

To convince the scientific community of the objective
reality of some cases of phenomena.

To a lesser or greater degree these aims are already being
achieved. NARO has around 2000 cases on file and
scientists regularly give NARO their expertise. The latter
demonstrates a shift in attitude regarding anomalies which
appear to defy rational explanation.

Peter .A. Hough
Chairman
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PROMINENT LOCAL SCIENTIST PENS DEBUT TOME

Rumour has it that MAPIT cum SEP supremo Stephen Mera is so desperate to make it into print
that he’s paying a ‘vanity publishing’ house to run off some copies of his ‘Guide for Paranormal
Investigators’. We look forward to this book eagerly - presumably the three books he already
claims to have written will be eclipsed by this epoch-making work. Ufology will never be the
same again; academic respectibility must surely follow. We have long suspected that Stephen has
it in him to be Darwin of flying saucers - although Linnaeus might be nearer the mark, fond as
Steve is of categorising everything. Let’s hope they have a good proof-reader.

KEVIN STICKS THE BOOT IN

Kevin McClure, who’s started more magazines than ‘Sightings’ has readers, has been and gone
and done it again! His latest, ‘Abduction Watch’, has met with the disapproval of Pauline
Delcour - Minn. The fey Ms.Minn was so horrified by Kev’s no-nonsense, take-no-prisoners take
on the abduction scene, that she told our reporter she would have to ‘send him a blessing’
through the ether, after leafing through our copy at the MiB day.

BUFORA BOTTLES OUT

Larry Warren, not known for being a shrinking violet, almost mentioned the J-word on stage in
Sheffield. He apologised immediately, but the cat was out of the bag. This cruddy conference

managed to go on and on about Rendle-sham without mentioning Jenny Randles’ pioneer work - ||

rather like talking triangles without mentioning Tim Matthews. Apparently, Jenny is persona non
grata in BUFORA circles because she isn’t a drivelling idiot. There was the usual rubbish about
the moon, blah de blah blah. Oh, and Derrel Sims was picking through abductees’ snot again.

CRAPPY LETTERS

If one was to read the September edition of ‘Alien Encounters’ magazine, one would be treated
to a po-faced discussion of why aliens are interested in human graveyards. Editor Nina Pendred
believes the aliens wish to remove implants from stiffs, or else locate their missing souls. The
only interest aliens have in graveyards can be seen in Ed Wood’s famous ‘Plan 9 from Outer
Space’, wherein dazed ex-wrestler Tor Jonsen stumbles about a cardboard graveyard, led on by
an alicn bleeping noise. Get real Nina.

Sceptical correspondent Paul Yates is confidently told that a six month subscription will
turn him into a believer, all the same.

Many letters to these glossy, no-brain UFO fanzines seem to be from school children.
Someone should stop their pocket money, or else insist they tidy their rooms.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ROBERTS

September saw the publication of another excellent ‘Armchair Ufologist’ by ufological couch
potato Andy Roberts. This occasional journal has mortified bad researchers everywhcere,
instilling in them the feeling of impending doom one gets when you know you’re for the high
jump. BUFORA - bashing is the name of the game where TAU is concerned. From Sir Philip of
Mantilli to underground bases anorak Matthew Williams (whom Roberts points out believes “the
fact that military bases have underground tunnels under them is somehow ufologically relevant
*), no-one is safe. Credulous researchers everywhere beware!

LUFOS CAMPAIGN

The Lancashire UFO Society have launched a campaign to obtain more UFO related info from the
British Government’s unreleased files. The plan, which apparently involves eight other North West
UFO groups , is to go to London to protest against secrecy involving alleged government interest in the
phenomenon. For more details contact LUFOS.

MANTLE RESIGNS

Sir Philip of Mantilli has resigned from BUFORA. Miraculously , Mantle was re-elected at a recent
BUFORA committee meeting. Unable to cope, three BUFORA top-dogs resigned in protest forcing
Philip to admit defeat. What will Andy Roberts write about now?!

ERIC BECKJORD

American Ufologist Eric Beckjord has gained the real name of ‘Philip Spencer’, the former police
officer who allegedly witnessed a strange green being on Ilkley Moor almost 10 years ago. Beckjord
approached Arthur Tomlinson of DIGAP who gave Beckjord the witnesses former home address where
his parents now reside. His parents were unaware of ‘Philip’s’ encounter — until now. ‘Philip’ is,
understandably, absolutely furious. Beckjord wrote to ‘Philip’ criticising Peter Hough, saying that he
should turn copyright of the photo over to him.

MARA MAG

The Merseyside Anomalies Research Association will shortly be launching their own research
journal. The mag will give this relatively new - although very knowledgeable - group a voice. Tony
Eccles and Mark Glover spearhead MARA and they have already investigated some very intercsting
reports. For more information contact Tony @ 52 Hawthorne Avenue, Halewood, Merseyside, L26
9XD. See also Tony’s article in this issue.

MAGS.... MAGS.....MAGS GALORE!

Rory Lushman, who runs the Pendle and Hyburn UFO Group, is putting together a magazine. Entitled
‘Down to Earth’, it promises to be an interesting read. More details will be given when available.

LAPIS CONFERENCE

The weekend of November 15th/16th sees the annual UFO-fest that is the LAPIS International UFO
conference. The usual suspects will be speaking about conspiracies, lunar paranoia and the like. For
more details contact LAPIS.

OLD SPACE

A French con-man has been arrested after making £25,000 selling "UFO repellent”. Rene Morant of
Nice sold gullible customers ordinary batteries, telling them that they would "keep aliens away" if they
were left on the windowsill. His asking price was £35 per "repellent". He has been charged with fraud.




A Strange Encounter at Halton

When witnesses fall to produce vital medical evidence they claim would
proue they are telling the truth, It only further reduces the credibility of

thelr claims. Four men have placed ANTHONY ECGLES In just such a
predicament.....

It is normal for any investigator to present their research findings to an audience at a seminar or
conference. It is one of the best, if not quickest ways, of sharing information, and is guaranteed to
attract a variety of interests. At a small, yet well run, one day mini-conference in Halton last
November, | presented a talk regarding the Merseyside sightings my colleagues and | have been
carefully looking into. It was there that | was approached by two men who had a bizarre tale to
tell - strange enough to even question my belief into how honest these men were. But the
question that still remains with me today is what do these men gain by telling me their tale?

Now before their tale is told, | would like to illustrate why | was, and am a little now, suspicious
of these men. Both men initially approached me after | ended my talk, and wanted to speak to me
alone by the bar, but none of us were drinking. Outside in the cold air they began to tell me of
their experiences , and yet nothing was said in any logical order as they had so much to say and it
seemed as if we had little time to talk. My agreement with these men was that | would look into
their experiences and would not reveal who they were and | would keep what personal details |
knew of them secret. This is a rule all investigators abide by, or should. However, | was very
surprised by how paranoid these men were, and how suspicious of UFO Investigators they were,
but after a number of meetings | understood why and things began to make a little sense. They
wanted to find out what | was like first before they could trust me with all their details. It was this
lack of trust | did not like because they wouldn't give me their phone number nor address.
Whenever they did call me they would dial a cover prefix so that | could not trace their call using
1471, the one time | did trace their call it was to a public phone box in the Halton district. If | was
not at home they refused to leave any message on the answering machine. These men were very
nervous and joked too much about their experiences, because it was the only way these men
could cope with their experiences that had occurred from 1990 to 1993. What makes matters
more serious is that these men claim that their experiences have left them with serious injuries to
their bodies. They are presently still under medication.

So my dilemma is this: have these men had real unexplainable experiences which have caused
them harm? Are the hoaxing it? Are they deceiving me in an attempt to make me appear as a
gullible and credulous investigator? | do not know. But | sat with three of the four in a café near
my home. It was there, with tea and toast, that | recorded part of their experiences , and it is here
that | relate it in accordance with what these three men had said. It is up to you to make up your
own minds - your suggestions would be greatly appreciated. The case is presently inconclusive
and on-going.

In 1993, four men drive in two cars on the Mold-Denbigh road, the A541, and continue on
towards a field in North Wales just off the A544 somewhere near Llansannan. These men go at
certain time during the week to spend some time in the countryside there. As a favour to the
farmer who allows them to stay there, they also trap rabbits for him. They do not use tents but a
large caravan which comfortably sleeps four, it dates back to the sixties and has a 12V electrical
supply.

At times strange lights have been seen. Jack, Doug, Kevin and Jay claim to have seen what they
describe as "Mysteron lights" moving slowly across the fields. Large white circular lights that
appear suddenly on the surface of the ground, move slowly in one direction then vanish. These
men had powerful torches with them - torches that would normally be used by hunters, and they
shone them in the direction of the lights; and because they could cover such a considerable
distance , they would be able to determine if anybody else was there. But no one else could be
found : the four men were alone in the fields that evening.

At other times weird green beams of light have been seen whilst they were setting the traps. Jack
recalls one incident whereby a straight green beam of light came out of the ground and shot
straight up into the air only to hover for a short while just above head height and then vanish
upwards.

On a number of evenings the four men have awoken with unusual symptoms. They recall
unusual and erratic sleep patterns, but would ache with physical aching, headaches, eye pains,
and anal bleeding. The ailments had continued after their experiences ; Jay had to go to the
optician for an eye complaint after returning with the three others from Wales. The optician
handed Jay a letter and referred him to a specialist, as a black mark had been found at the back
of his left eye. An appointment had been made for Jay to see an Opthalmic Surgeon very quickly.
The surgeon had asked a number of questions and conducted a series of tests. Jay was told that
the back of the retina was burnt out. One way of obtaining such an injury would be for a person to
remain in a very dark room and look at a lightbulb for a week or stare at the sun. His medication
continues.

Kevin had a yellow spot on his tonsils. At Walton hospital the doctors ran a series of tests that
came back negative and no medicines were working. A biopsy was taken and the throat was
sprayed with morphine (?). Kevin was on an intravenous drip whilst he stayed in hospital under
observation. For three weeks he was unable to eat properly because his throat had swollen and
he was in pain. He was incapable of swallowing solids easily and found it very difficult to breathe.
The interior of his throat resembled the skin on custard. Yet some time later, he was allowed to
return home and was able to eat a ploughman's lunch followed by something he didn't like -
yoghurt. The painkillers were working but they had little effect the following day, when all he had
to eat were the remains of a half-consumed pot of warm yoghurt. His ailment went away within a
very short period of time, even after the inspection and treatment from one doctor. A week later
the symptoms started up again and he was readmitted to hospital. The consultants joked as they
apparently had no idea what Kevin was suffering from. All the same tests were taken, this time by
a junior doctor , but again the results came back negative. (It was yoghurt that cleared it again,
this time for good.)

On another evening Jay had a pain in his stomach and was taken straight to hospital where he
was diagnosed with appendicitis. There were red dots, or straw marks, on his arms. The peculiar
thing about this was that the doctor had asked Jay if he had any blood problems. Blood tests
were conducted and they revealed that Jay had a low white cell count. The question then asked by
the doctor was , "Have you been on any anti-gravity rides recently?" - as the symptoms were very
similar, apparently.

All the men have suffered high sugar levels in their urine, and are now showing signs of
diabetic tendencies since their experiences, not before. All men have kidney problems. Jay has
also had, and is still having, operations on his knees. Initially the men believed they were
suffering from aluminium poisoning which was causing them to suffer all of these problems.
There were times,they recall, when they had been bleeding from the anus and their urine had a
gel-like consistency. At other times they would awake with a cigarette in their hands, but not
remember rolling the cigarettes in the first place. It was Jake that completely gutted and cleaned
out the caravan, but to no avail - the experiences still continued.

But all of these incidents occurred after one particular evening. At around eleven, Jack was
alone cooking in the caravan, whilst the other three were fixing a JCB nearby - both groups kept a
CB radio to communicate with. After a short while the caravan began to vibrate. Jack thought
that it was the wind, but the caravan was well sheltered due to its position within the field.
However, Jack looked outside and could not see any of the trees being blown by the wind. Instead,
the vibrations were changing into a strong shaking and Jack could feel himself becoming
off-balance. Jack had suspected that something was not right, and when he stood up, he realised
that everything was lifting up, including the caravan. Using the CB he called the others, but for
fifteen to thirty minutes he was unable to contact them. When he did the three men thought that
Jack was playing around until they heard him asking for help in a very scared tone. The other
men returned to the caravan to find Jack hysterical. Perhaps he believed that the others had been
playing a trick on him ,so they all got outside and tried to shake the vehicle but were unable to




copy the violent shaking Jack had experienced.

Jake wanted to return home, so all the other men packed their things and returned home in the
two cars, Jay and Kevin in front car, Doug and Jack in second. They were driving eastbound on the
A541 and had passed a set of traffic lights whereupon the road follows a bend in the hill and then
it flattens out. As they passed Afon-wen, Kevin was the first to see a solid black object rise over
the hill to his left (the north-east) and appear to be parallel with both of the cars. The object was
tube like and very black but with a green luminescence around the centre of the body. The four
men did not know how they managed to continue driving on the twisting roads at fifty miles per
hour ,but one of them remembers another car coming from the opposite direction and saw that
driver look to his right and view the strange aerial object; his expression of complete surprise was
observed. Although the craft was seen by all four men, not all of them appear to have
remembered the same details. Doug and Jay remember seeing only two ‘'windows' on the side of
the craft, Doug and Jay remember seeing four in a straight row, while Kevin doesn't recall seeing
any. The only explanation they could offer, and it was one expressed purely as an hypothesis, was
that they were actually taken from their cars and taken on board the craft. Because of their
different positions ,they were unable to see things from the same angle. They clearly do
remember seeing a bright white light emanate from the back of the object and come very close to
the cars, so much so that the four men alt claim that the white light was travelling at the same
speed as the cars and flying parallel with them too. | asked them a question at this point: what do
they believe had happened to them at that moment in time? Their reply was they did not know. |
then asked if they believed they had been abducted (the reason for this will become apparent
later); logically speaking , they said, they did not, but someone else inside was telling them
otherwise. Yet asking them about any strange memories they may have had about the incident,
they replied that they do not remember having any. The object eventually disappeared to the
south-east around the area of Nannerch.

Normally everything that happens to them , mundane or unusual, is recorded on Doug's wall
calendar and Kevin's sporting register , which he had kept since 1979/80. Kevin believed that he
had recorded the events of that evening within this register, yet there are no signs of it today in
the register. So what had happened?

The farmer who owned the land became involved as the four men reported seeing a number of
sheep that also appeared to be suffering from some type of sickness. But the farmer inspected all
of his land, with the exception of the land the four men had being staying in. Why? The farmer
refused to say, refused to go on it and prevented his wife from going there by telling her that there
was a motorway being built there. Today, | am told, the whole of that land inctuding the large field
the four men were on, is being bought by North-West Water for the purpose of turning it into a
reservoir.

The following year, the men would not return to Wales. They abandoned their caravan there as
well, and bought a new one. Instead, they went to Shropshire, and the following year to
Yorkshire, to a field not too far away from a well-known listening post. The only problem was,
Shropshire caused them concern, as did the land in Yorkshire; for their experiences continued
even there, with all of the strange lights and events continuing. Today, that has stopped, to their
relief. They wanted to tell someone about their experiences but were unsure who to contact. With
many groups now in existence they decided to contact Arthur Tomilnson after twelve months of
saying nothing to anyone. He was able to put them in touch with one group that is still questing
for the truth and who shall remain unnamed. Since coming into contact with this group all sorts
of things have 'happened' which the four men did not enjoy experiencing.

The men were told by this group that they were under a period of surveillance. They had
noticed that they were being followed by certain cars. One in particular, a blue Mondeo, parked
itself outside one of the homes of the four men. It had no tax disc - just a phone and fax number.
A week later, the same model car (but in a different colour) was again parked outside the house.
Instead of a tax disc, it had a computer number on it. It did not have an issuing stamp or issue
number on it. A black Granada with blackened out windows was outside the house . When
approached, the occupants identified themselves as 'police officers' but would not say anymore.
Two days later, Jay went to make himself a drink and noticed the same black car outside the

house parked on the kerb.It was there after midnight until about half past eight to nine in the
morning, everyday for a week. Kevin's wife was a legal executive and had discovered through
some of her colleagues that her house was under surveillance by the Ministry of Defence. The
telephone and fax numbers of the Mondeo had indeed belonged to the MoD. Surveillance had
stopped by October last year. However, an investigator from the UFO group the four men had
contacted - namely Billy Took - had informed them that they could fill in a form and send it to the
MoD who will tell you if you are under any form of surveillance whatsoever. He further informed
them that the phone they were using was not secure and to ring BT and ask them if their line was
being tapped. Billy Took wanted a meeting with the four men to discuss their experiences. The
meeting went ahead and Mr.Took told them about the procedures 'aliens' had used to 'remove
limbs' and place them back. He further told them how filthy they were as creatures , how
unhygienic their spacecraft were, and that their anal bleeding was due to an anal probe that they
probably all shared. At another time, Jack contacted Mr.Took and the telephone line went dead. A
while later it came back on. The computer went dead ,followed again by the telephone. Kevin
then returned the call to discover that something was going on. Mr.Took had totd him that he had
lost power in the one room whereas the rest of the house had remained unaffected; it was a
localised event, and throughout he could hear musical notes (read John Keel). It was then that
Mr.Took did not want to be involved in the case any longer.

Kevin received a phonecall from the head of the group who told them that their experience was
bigger than the case of 1980 (Alan Godfrey, | assume), and that Central TV, Channel Four and Sky
would be knocking on their door. His proposal was to take the four men and their wives and put
them up for a night in a hotel in Leeds on Monday 25th November 1996. There, in Leeds, they
would have their accommodation and regressive hypnasis paid for. All of this was to lead to an
initial two page spread in their magazine with photographs. The offer was turned down as the
four men did not want to have any media attention, and a magazine spread would only lead to
them having a bit of money in their pockets, a lot of ridicule and their story becoming less
credible.

Come November 1996, and there was a one day mini-conference in Halton, Cheshire. During
my conversation with these men they had told me that they were totally suspicious of UFO
investigators, as some of them had behaved very oddly, attempting to convince these men of
ideas that sound so far-fetched. But these men were scared. If they had been abducted they could
only think of large anal probes and limb removal (which would have caused them a lot of pain)
and as for regressive hypnosis they would refuse this for fear of 'remembering’ the pain. These
men were also told by the group's head that they could not come that close to a UFO without
being abducted. Of course, | do not believe what they have been told by the incampetent ,other
investigators. But these men previously knew nothing about the UFO/abduction phenomenon, so
when approached by the ideas of this group they of course remained frightened, adding only to
the fear they already have from the experiences they have shared. So their paranoia was
understandable

Presently, | am waiting for the men to show me some form of medical documents to show that
they have , as they have said, gone through all of this medical attention. | have to- if | wish to
remain objective, at the moment | only have their word, which is fine - for the time being. But they
are uncertain of what really caused their unusual experiences , attributing them to aliens
because of the one object they witnessed. Doug actually allowed me to see the prescription the
doctor had given him that day for his ailment - out of all the three men | have met it is Doug who
comes across as the more down-to-earth and sincere. The medication he is taking may not at all
be connected to the events of a few years ago. One of them is a beta-blocker, used primarily to
regularise the heart beat and to treat and prevent angina pectoris, it is also used to relieve the
symptoms of excess thyroid hormones; another is an anti-depressant that also has mild sedative
properties; it can also be used to treat phobic or obsessional states and to try and reduce the
incidence of cataplexy in narcoleptic patients. A third medicine used is a non-steroidal
anti-inflammatory non-narcotic analgesic drug used to treat rheumatic and muscular pain
caused by the inflammation and/or bone degeneration at the joints. A fourth is a cream that
relieves the pain caused by muscle and joint disorders, and the fifth is a compound analgesic (a
pain killer).




The case is inconclusive but has tested my thoughts compared to that brought on by other cases.
| have never been more sceptical - until now. Whether there is a solid foundation to this case
which is worthy of full investigation with a unique set of results, or whether it will remain just
another story amongst the hundreds of other stories that form the UFO folklore mattress we have
yet to see. But it has enabled me to ask many questions about the witness, the subject and about
myself.

Anyone wishing to correspond with Tony can write to him at:
52 Hawthorne Avenue, Halewood, Liverpool, L26 9XD

Tony is a member of BUFORA , the Merseyside Anomalies Research Association (MARA) and a
member of NARO.

Andy Blunn writes:-

The witnesses' contact with the ather research group and their subsequent reaction to the suggestions
put forward demonstrate the problems that ufology has to overcome if it is ever to make any progress.
Telling witnesses that the aliens are filthy creatures and that they have unhygienic spacecraft is the
kind of garbage that currently fuels the lunatic fringe of American ufology. The belief in inter-
governmental conspiracies, underground bases and the like is vigarously promoted in the paranoid
newsstand magazines. As Kevin McClure says "...someone, it seems, has decided it's Britain’s turn to
suffer this madness.” And it s madness. There isn't one shred of convincing evidence to support any
of the 'theories’ put forward. Ufology needs a refit, a shake-up,a new common sense approach. One
where meticulous investigation replaces credulous guesswork and speculation.

Perhaps investigator training courses are one answer? But, as with everything in ufology, you have
to be careful who is offering such courses. Mervyn and | were approached by two 'students’ of such a
course at a recent 'UFO day'. One of them claimed to be a trainee pilot for British Airways. When we
quizzed him about the ‘course’ he was undertaking he complained about all the 'big words' he was
being asked to learn. He looked bemused when we mentioned the word ‘entity’ - however everything
became clear when we replaced entity with 'space alien'. This is not a joke. What we have is a
situation where unqualified individuals are offering investigator training courses to people who are
genuinely interested in the paranormal and who have been sucked in to believing that these people
are 'experts’ on all things UFO related. There are - unfortunately - no qualifications required to become
a UFO investigator and one needs no formal scientific training whatsoever.
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"Worth every penny.."
Kevin McClure on NARO Minded

"Don't these people ever go out?"
Man overheard at X-Files convention

"These morons should not be allowed inside a public toilet let

alone a conference.."
Eric Morris, Director of the ARCC and Chairman of the new, slimline
BUFOSC on NARO members




Manche ter '97:

the unofficial UK X-Files Convention

As guests at the anorak infested X-Philes convention, Andy Blunn and
Mervyn Gale shared the stage with Jenny Randles and the govern-
ment's UFO eXpert Nick Pope. But did the 700 strong crowd really give a
toss? Andy Blunn found out..

'We want a local group to give us a local perspective on the paranormal', so said the
organisers of the first X-Files convention in the UK, held in Manchester on the weekend
of July 5th/6th. Alicia Leigh was originally pencilled in - but she went swanning off to
Scotland for the week . And so I reluctantly volunteered to pit my wits against two of
the country's best-known ufologists (although they are known as such for entirely
different reasons).

The audience, in one sense, wasn't what you might expect. True, most of the women
bore more than a passing resemblance to Gilliann Anderson, and yes, there was a higher
than average probability of bumping into a man in a long grey overcoat who looked
remarkably like David Duchovny but rather surprisingly -they knew nothing whatso-
ever about the paranormal.

Now perhaps I shouldn't have been so surprised, after all, it is only a TV series.. But
when the anorak-clad followers of this remarkably successful show devote so much of
their time (and money - up to £100 or more for a single collectors card!) to it, I would
have thought they may at least have misguidedly read the odd Charles Berlitz book here
or the occasional Roswell book there. But no, they knew nothing! They looked confused
as they gazed at the front cover of the December '96 issue of 'Naro Minded' - which
sported the legendary picture of Major Jesse Marcel holding the remains of the Roswell
Balloon, not to mention the controversial slogan on the cover of issue 6- 'sticking two
fingers up to the ETH' - 'What's the ETH? they asked innocently. And so it's not
surprising that we didn't sell many books , until the arrival of Jenny Randles that is,
then we were deluged with eager autograph hunters.

On the first day, our services weren't called for until the afternoon. One of the
organisers rushed out to a video store to purchase a copy of the 'Roswell Autopsy Video'
which they intended to show to the assembled masses. Nick Pope, Mervyn Gale and I
were ushered into the video room to watch it. After the video had been shown, we all
agreed that it was a fake, so Mervyn and I opened up the debate to cover the whole of
the Roswell legend. This is where Nick Pope and I part company in terms of opinion on
the Roswell events (and just about everything else). Nick argued that Jesse Marcel was
an expert witness,a pilot with 5 medals of honour and an exemplary service record - not
to mention a Physics Degree. All these facts are disputed by research undertaken
recently which has proven that Marcel's qualifications were no more than a fabrica-
tion. As to whether this confabulation was on Jesse's part or on the part of Roswell
researchers we may never know. I was taken aback by a question from a girl in the
front row (who had the appearance of a 13 year-old); she asked if UFOs weren't just
another interpretation of a phenomenon that has been with us for many centuries ie
faeries. This young lady had obviously done some serious reading into UFOs - unlike
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Nick, I suspect!

The rest of the day was pretty uneventful, and so we looked forward to the
dinner/disco to be held that evening. It was rather comical that Mervyn and I had to sit
at the head of a table at this function as we were guests (albeit not very well known
ones!). The best was, in typical fashion, yet to come.

As the ale flowed and the temperature hotted up, we were subjected to the hideous
site of the aforementioned desk-jockey, namely Pope, gyrating about like a man with a
ferret in his trousers. Even funnier still were his attempts to fight off one inebriated
young woman ,who had been sitting on our table and had obviously decided to win
herself one of the male guests at the event (she had, a few moments earlier, dragged me
onto the dancefloor). It was something of a relief that she had tried me before Pope!
After she realised she wasn't going to win the affections of 'the real life Fox Muldar', she
gave Mervyn a kiss and retired for the eveninsg.

The humiliation of the previous evening was forgotten in the hungover atmosphere
the following morning as Nick, Jenny, Mervyn and I climbed onto the stage for our
paranormal question time. It nearly didn't happen at all, as Jerry 'Deep Throat' Hardin
was signing autographs in an adjacent room; but there was a respectable 80 or so people
in the audience who complained when the cancellation was announced, and so ahead it
went.

Nick Pope looked distinctly nervous as Jenny, Mervyn and I outlined, at length, our
opinions on the UFO phenomenon. Nick just said that he'd go for the short option -
namely that he believes we have structured craft violating our airspace and they are
manned by intelligent extraterrestrial beings. It wasn't going to be Nick's day. Jenny
expertly led Nick up the garden path like we were in court. But Nick, like a broken
record, just kept saying that in his time with the MoD, he knew of no other
governmental departments that dealt with UFO reports made by the public. Jenny,
never missing a marketing opportunity, quoted from her new book about the secret
departments she has unearthed evidence of. Nick just flatly denied it.

Afterwards, Jenny gave an interesting lecture on the MiB phenomenon (see this
issue). And that was it.

I found it amazing how little the fans of the X-Files actually knew about the
paranormal. I had planned to do a survey at the event but because of monetary
restrictions I was unable to get the questionnaires printed. It was something of a relief
really that they knew so little. However, that does not mean to say that the X-Files
doesn't have any effect on the public's perception of the paranormal. As one little girl
said to me: "Mulder may be good looking but anyone who does what he does in real life is
just really sad..."

Thanks to:

Lee Staniforth for donating a free stall at the convention

Dillions bookshop for tickets for Jenny's recent presentation
there.
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IN YOUR AREA

Check out some of the saner groups/magazines in the North West:-

Lancashire Aerial Phenomena Investigation Society (LAPIS), 293 Devonshire Road, Blackpool,
FY2 OTW

‘The New UFOlogist’, 293 Devonshire Road, Blackpool, FY2 0TW

‘ABDUCTION WATCH’
c/o Kevin McClure, 3 Claremont Grove, Leeds, LS3 1AX

Merseyside Anomalies Research Association (MARA)
52 Hawthorne Avenue, Halewood, Merseyside, L26 9XP
Telephone: 0151 486 6087

THE ARMCHAIR UFOLOGIST
c/o Andy Roberts, 84 Elland Rd, Brighouse, West Yorks, HD6 2QR

Lancashire UFO Society, PO BOX 73, Lancaster,LA1 1GZ (also produce an interesting journal entitled
‘The Grey Area’)
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If you are currently experiencing any form of paranormal activity, NARO would like to here from you.
Please contact your local investigator:

Warrington Peter Hough 01942 604265
Tameside & East M/cr  Andy Blunn 0976 319971
Stockport Mervyn Gale 0161 428 5899
Merseyside Mark Glover 0151 476 0356
North Manchester Vic Sleigh 0161 280 1606
South Manchester Tony Cranstoun 0161 436 3091
Leeds Annette Snow 0113 286 5823
Buxton & Peak District Jenny Randles 01298 814473

THE MEN FROM
THE MINISTRY

In the wake of colleague Peter Hough's less than ecstatic comments on her timely
MIB book, Jenny Randles gets the knives out.....

It was obviously a dastardly plot to get me to contribute something to NARO Minded.] have been promising

(and not delivering) for ages. So - the grand plan no doubt went - filt the August 1997 issne with scurnilous
attacks by Peter Hough and Alicia Leigh on my masterpiece ‘MIB:Investigating the truth behind the Men in
Black’ and how could I resist? How well you know me!

Both pieces argued that in my book I do not go far enough. I discuss the claims of UFO witnesses to be
visited by strangers who caution them into silence and may even seek ta confiscate physical evidence I find
them real (rather than Hollywood fantasy) Not anly that but suspect that in many cases they are very
terrestrial as opposed to extra-terrestrial (or ultra-terrestrial or whatever universe you. think these UFQ entities
come from).

Of course, I am not unmindful of the argument that something stranger may be going on. It was perhaps a
wee bit unfair not to make it clear to your readers that throughout the book I emphasise that there are two ways
to interpret the data - i.c. government intelligence agents playing games or a morphic 'entity' that is part of the
phenomenon itself. I hardly ignore the latter possibility. I have a chapter completely devoted to it (citing cases
where miraculous events are reported which the dear old MoD don't normally teach their civil servants). I have
a second chapter reviewing the historical evidence for possible MIB in folklore and modern mythology
pre-dating the UFO mystery. Yet again these cases clearly fly in the face of any attempt to pin the solution on
government agents. Balanced against these two chapters is just one (admittedly a longish one) that debates the
government agency theory. Given the rest of the book comprises case histories that can be interpreted any way
you choose my totting up of the pages devoted to both these options comes to a fairly equal pegging by my
calculation.

It is true that I do not discuss Peter's fascinating BSWs (Bogus Social Workers). Had Peter co-authored the
book (as he was invited to do) no doubt this element would have been included. I must say that it is an
interesting phenomenon; although I am not convinced of its direct relevance to MIB cases. However, it is not
an area in which I have first hand experience and with this book I was determined to include first hand data
wherever possible. I made very clear in conclusion of my text that I saw this as an opening up of the debate on
a topic UFOlogists have tendcd to run <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>